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j&eto literature 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Paton, L. B. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Esther. [The 
International Critical Commentary.] New York: Scribners, 1908. Pp. xvii 
+ 339. $2.25. 
A valuable addition to the literature on Esther. Characterized by scholarship and 

sanity; it is indispensable to the close student of this biblical romance. 

Peake, A. S. The Religion of Israel. [The Century Bible Handbooks.] London: 

T. C. and E. C. Jack, 1908. Pp. 177. 6d. 

The first Old Testament number of a series of handbooks edited by Professor Wal- 
ter F. Adeney and intended "to gather up the results of research and scholarship on 
matters of history, archaeology, literature, and criticism, that help to throw light on the 
Bible and its contents." The series is meant primarily for the educated layman. 
This initial volume presents the history of the religion of the Hebrews in rapid survey. 
The method of presentation is clear, simple, and straightforward. The limits of space 
forbid any extended discussion of disputed points and permit the author only the 
expression of his own views, and that briefly. The author's position in general is 
well chosen and will commend itself to careful scholars, though differences as to 
details may arise. The book can be highly commended to anyone desiring a concise 
and intelligible statement of the growth of Israel's religion as interpreted by modern 
scholars. 

Katjtzsch, E. Die heilige Schrift des Alten Testaments ubersetzt und herausgegeben. 

3d ed. Lieferung 4. Pp. 103-256. Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1908. M. 0.80. 

The successive parts of this important publication are appearing with commendable 
regularity. The present portion carries us through Deut., chap. 9. The translator 
and editor of Deuteronomy is Professor Karl Marti. 

Hertlein, E. Der Daniel der Romerzeit. Ein kritischer Versuch zur Datierung 
einer wichtigen Urkunde des Spatjudentums. Leipzig: M. Heinsius Nach- 
folger, 1908. Pp. ix + 90. M. 2.50. 
The main contention of this booklet is that chaps. 1-7 of the Book of Daniel 

originated in the period of Rome's control of Judaea, and that Daniel's fourth kingdom 

is the Roman empire. 

Lotz, W. Hebraische Sprachlehre: Grammatik und Vokabular mit Uebungstiicken. 

Leipzig: Deichert, 1908. Pp. vi + 184. M. 4. 
Thomsen, Peter. Systematische Bibliographie der Palastina-Literatur auf Ver- 

anlassung des Deutschen Vereins zur Erforschung Palastinas bearbeitet. I 

Band: 1895-1904. New York: R. Haupt, 1908. Pp. xvi + 204. $1.25. 

This is an exhaustive collection of the titles of all the books, journals, and articles 
dealing with Palestine which appeared during the decade 1895-1904. It comprises 
2,915 titles. It covers bibliography, history, geography, archaeology, paleography, and 
geology. The information concerning each title is limited to author, subject, place of 
publication, date, size, and price. The starting-point for the list was placed at 1895, 
because at that time the Zeitschri/t des Deutschen Paldslina Vereins ceased its publi- 
cation of exhaustive lists of contemporary literature. The author's intention is to 
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continue these bibliographies, causing them to appear at intervals of five years. The 
next volume, however, coming 1905-1909 may be expected in 1910. This enterprise, 
scientifically planned and executed, deserves the support of all libraries and scholars 
interested in matters relating to Palestine. 

Staerk, W. Aramaische Urkunden zur Geschichte des Judentums im VI und V 
Jahrhundert vor Chr., sprachlich und sachlich erklart. Bonn: Marcus & Weber, 
1908. Pp. 16. M. 0.60. 

This pamphlet makes available for students in convenient and inexpensive form 
the text of the three important Aramaic documents recently discovered at Elephantine 
which testify to the existence of a temple of Jehovah at that place in the sixth century 



ARTICLES 

Dhorme, R. P. Les pays bibliques au temps d'El-Amarna. Revue biblique, October, 

1908, pp. 500-19. 

The first of a series of articles on the geography, history, religion, and language of 
Canaan prior to the Israelitish conquest as revealed by the Tel-el-Amarna letters. 
This article makes a study of the place-names in the letters and endeavors to locate 
them and identify them so far as possible with later Hebrew towns. The author's 
most important conclusion thus far is that the Amorites occupied northern Syria while 
the Canaanites dwelt in the south. 

Levi, I. Le temple du Dieu Yahou et la colonie juive d' Elephantine au V e siecle 
avant l'ere chr&ienne. Revue des eludes juives, October, 1908, pp. 161-68. 
The second and concluding portion of a popular resume' of the contents and signifi- 
cance of the Aramaic papyri recently discovered in Egypt. 



NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Smith, David. The Gospel of St. Matthew. (The Westminster New Testament. 

Edited by A. E. Garvie.) New York: Revell, 1908. Pp. 256. 75 cents. 

This first volume of Principal Garvie's new series of handy commentaries on the 
New Testament promises well for the enterprise. It is attractive in form, and shows an 
intelligent appreciation of critical methods and problems. In interpretation Mr. 
Smith shows acuteness and imagination, and his comments are decidedly out of the 
commonplace. Indeed there is litde to criticize in this promising Scottish enterprise 
except the use of the Authorized Version. 

Swete, H. B. Zwei neue Evangelienfragmente. (Lietzmann's Kleine Texte, 31.) 

Bonn: Marcus & Weber, 1908. Pp. 16. M. 0.40. 

Professor Swete is inclined to refer the Oxyrhynchus gospel fragment not to 
the gospel according to the Hebrews, or to the gospel according to the Egyptians, but 
in some other second-century gospel circulating in Egypt. The new Freer Logion, 
of Mark 16: 14, in Swete's opinion, may well be an original part of the Longer Conclu- 
sion. It is certainly no mere gloss, and does not read like an interpolation. 

Andrews, H. T. The Acts of the Apostles. (The Westminster New Testament. 

Edited by A. E. Garvie.) New York: Revell, 1908. Pp. 318. 75 cents. 

Professor Andrews holds the Acts to have been written by Luke between 75 and 
85 a. d. The text of Acts is divided into sections of moderate length which are fol- 
lowed by a concise and well-considered commentary. The use of the Authorized 
Version as the basis for the commentary has given the commentator the additional bur- 
den of correcting many a misleading rendering in his notes. 
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Jacquier, E. Histoire des livres du Nouveau Testament. Tome IV: Les Ecrits 

Johanniques. Paris: Lecoffre, 1908. Pp.422. Fr. 3.50. 

Abbe Jacquier is professor of sacred scripture in the Catholic faculty at Lyons. 
He holds to the composition of all the Johannine writings, gospel, epistles, and Reve- 
lation, by John the Apostle, the son of Zebedee. The gospel was written at Ephesus, 
toward the time of Trajan. Jacquier prefaces these familiar conclusions with a 
comprehensive survey of the history of Fourth Gospel criticism. 

Goodspeed, Edgar J. The Epistle to the Hebrews. (The Bible for Home and 
School. Edited by Shailer Mathews.) New York: Macmillan, 1908. Pp xi + 
132. 50 cents net. 

The series of handy commentaries on the Old and New Testaments of which this 
is the first volume to appear is addressed to the general reader seeking to put at his 
disposal the results of the best modern scholarship. The Revised Version of 1881 
occupies the upper part of the page, the somewhat full comment standing below. In 
the introduction Hebrews is held to have been addressed to Roman Christians in the 
later years of Domitian. 

Robertson, A. T. A Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament. New York: 

Armstrong, 1908. Pp. xxx + 240. $1.50. 

A considerable experience of the literature and the problems of New Testa- 
ment grammar is evinced in this work. In precision and careful analysis it is less satis- 
factory. Its informal, sometimes even diffuse style perhaps adapts it rather for col- 
lateral reading than for direct class use. Its use as a work of reference might have 
been facilitated by a subject index. The scope of the work, including form as well as 
function, and noun as well as verb forbids any very detailed treatment of given subjects. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

BOOKS 

Musselman, Rev. H. T. The Sunday-School Teacher's Pedagogy. Philadelphia: 

American Baptist Publication Society, 1908. 
Stephenson, E. M., and Musselman, H. T. Child Study for Sunday-School Teachers. 

The above are known as Books III and V respectively in "The National Teacher- 
Training Institute Text-Books," edited by H. T. Musselman. Eight of the twelve 
chapters of Book V are written by E. M. Stephenson. These seek to promote the per- 
sonal preparation on the part of the teacher, and to characterize the nature and needs 
of the child. All they contain our teachers ought to know, yet it will require a high 
appreciation of their value and an earnest and enthusiastic purpose to carry a class of 
our older young people in our Sunday schools through these books. 



